
 

 

 
 
Weird Place for a Weir 
 
Written by Katie Wallbaum 

The Edmonton city planners had ambitious plans for the Capital City Recreation Park. Not only 

were they hoping to connect the trail system throughout the city’s parks, but they also had 

dreams of constructing a weir1 on the river in order to create a water conservation area. The 

planners hoped to “slow the natural velocity of the river and give guaranteed depths of water in 

the Water Conservation Area during the summer recreation season.”2 The proposed weir was 

intended to create a safer place for swimming and general recreation on the river. However, 

problems with pollution and expense kept this aspect of the project from ever coming to a head.  

As one report cites: “the [water quality] report emphasizes the recommendation that the weir be 

delayed or moved to another site.  ….  [But] The weir will not cause serious deterioration of the 

water quality, but it will no doubt bring attention to the fact that the water quality is already 

bad.”3  The problems regarding pollution coupled with the immense estimated expense for the 

project, $10, 933,000.00, eventually led to the weir project being abandoned. A report to the 

Capital City planning committee states: “the decision on November 7, 1975, to abandon the weir 

as part of the Capital City Recreation Park project was accompanied by a decision to replace it 

with a fourth bicycle-pedestrian crossing at the same general location as previously proposed for 

the weir.”4 Thus the swift current of the North Saskatchewan would not be tamed and 

                                            
1 The Oxford American Dictionary defines “weir” as: a low dam built across a river to raise the level of water 
upstream or regulate its flow. 
2 Pre-design Planning Report, August 19, 1975, 2. 
3 Ibid., 5. 
4 Ralph N. McManus, Capital City Recreation Park: Report to Management Committee. 



 

 

recreational water activities would be limited to pools and bodies of water outside of the river 

valley.  


